
 

2017 Quarterly Newsletter 

Child Advocacy Center 
Battling Abuse, Restoring Lives. 

Our Mission: 

The mission of Child Protect 

of Mercer County, Inc. is to  

administer a child-centered  

facility for child abuse victims 

and to coordinate investiga-

tive, treatment and  

educational services to them 

and their families, while also 

working with the community 

to prevent abuse. 

 

 

Founded in 2001,  

Child Protect is a nation-

ally accredited 501(c)3  

non-profit organization 

that is funded  

through donations,  

fundraisers, and grants.  

.     .     .     . 

Your Donation Dollars  

at Work !!! 

 
 April 1st —June 30th, 2017: 

 

56 Forensic Interviews Conducted 

 

8 Medical Exams Coordinated 

 

36 Children Referred for Therapy 

 

 4 Cases Resulting in Charges 

 

31 Children Received Free  

Counseling at Child Protect  
 

354 Children Received Advocacy 

and Support Services at 

 Child Protect 

 

www.facebook.com/

mercerchildprotect 

A SPRING FULL OF SUPPORT 

Spring 2017 was our center’s busiest season ever.  
We served more children in the spring quarter than 
in any before while also hosting our annual fund-
raiser and planning the community baby shower 
event that occurs in Mercer County each spring.  
We also completed a rigorous national re-
accreditation process in May which included an on-

site visit to evaluate our staff, services and facility.   

As we now look back and reflect on this past quarter, it is crystal clear 
to us that none of the work that we do at our center could happen 
without the support of so many others, including our MDIT partners  
and our Board of Directors (both listed on pg. 2). This quarter we 
would also like to recognize some folks whom we rely on each and ev-
er week.  Thanks to partnerships with Dr. Pam Faulkner and staff and 
Dr. Tara Mitchell, Child Protect is able to ensure that free, quality fo-
rensic medical examinations are available for children in need of these 
exams.  We are so grateful for these partnerships that make a differ-
ence in the lives of children in our community! 
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  APRIL—JUNE ‘17: DONORS & CONTRIBUTORS 
 

Green Valley Animal 

Hospital 

Kathy Odell 

Mori Williams 

Angela Fedele 

Sierra Browning 

Twelve Oaks Investment 

Matt & Beth Bailey 

Dan & Amy Montgomery 

Roger Topping 

Robert Richardson 

Trisha Williams 

New Peoples Bank 

Dr. Diane Grych 

CASE WV 

Robert & Brenda Whittinghill 

Stinson United Methodist Church 

William Calfee, Jr. 

Anna Howard 

Bluefield Regional Medical Center 

Cole Family Foundation 

Dale and Mary Lu Geiger 

Robert and Elizabeth Woodard 

Immanuel Baptist Church 



STAFF SPOTLIGHT: TWYLA HERSMAN 

A natural desire to help peo-

ple heal led Twyla Hersman 

to the counseling profession 

over two decades ago.  Hon-

ing her active listening skills 

over time has enabled Twyla 

to provide therapy in a num-

ber of settings.  Since 2014, 

Twyla has provided free, on-

site trauma-focused therapy 

services at Child Protect to 

children, teens, and occasionally adults. Before becoming a Li-

censed Professional Counselor in 1987 and later a Nationally Certi-

fied Counselor, she spent several years as a CPS worker and as a so-

cial worker at Princeton Community Hospital. Twyla has worked in 

private practice and also worked as the clinical director at an inpa-

tient psychiatric hospital.  

In her free time Twyla loves being in the great outdoors hiking, 

camping, and taking trips to the beach.  Her grandson is the delight 

of her life and she enjoys visiting her daughter in Chicago.  Twyla is 

also an active member in her local church.  To her colleagues, she 

epitomizes the old adage, “If you never slow down, you never grow 

old.”  

  

BOARD OF  

DIRECTORS 
 

Angela Fedele, 

President 

 

Reverend Scott Sears, 

Vice President 

 

Lynn Mayberry 

Treasurer 

 

Dale Geiger 

Secretary 

 

Mary Lu Geiger 

Dr. Ray Gracon 

Carol McClaugherty 

Rosemary Mitchell 

Raeann Osborne 

 

Continue to support 

Child Protect  

while you shop by  

always visiting 

 

smile.amazon.com 

 

Simply search for 

Child Protect or visit 

our website link. 

 

Amazon will donate 5% 

on eligible purchases! 
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MERCER COUNTY’S MULTIDISCIPLINARY  
INVESTIGATIVE TEAM 

Bluefield Police Department 

Bluefield Regional Medical Center 

Children’s Home Society of WV– Princeton Office 

ChildLaw Services, Inc. 

Child Protect of Mercer County, Inc. 

Mercer County SANE Program 

Mercer County Board of Education 

Mercer County Juvenile Probation Office 

Mercer County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office 

Mercer County Sheriff’s Department 

Princeton Community Hospital 

Princeton Police Department 

SAFE, Inc. 

WV. Dept. of Health and Human Resources– Mercer County 

WV State Police– Crimes Against Children Unit 



STAFF ROSTER 
 

Twyla Hersman, 

Therapist 

 

Michael King, 

Program Services Specialist 

 

LaDeana Morgan,     

Direct Services Manager 

 

Tammy Neal, 

Operations Manager 

 

Sherry Phillips, 

Family Advocate 

 

Terri Williams, 

Forensic Interviewer 

 

Shiloh Woodard, 

Executive Director 
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2016-2017 FISCAL YEAR SERVICE STATISTICS 

321 New Children Served 

Gender Indv. % 

Male 131 41% 

Female 190 59% 

Age Indv. % 

0 to 6 121 38% 

7-12 130 40% 

13-18 70 22% 

Direct Services Provided 

Forensic Interviews 259 

Forensic Medical Exams 58 

Referrals for Counseling 161 

Victim Support/Advocacy 480 

Therapy Sessions 127 

Reported Mercer County Criminal Justice Response: 

Cases with Charges Filed 33 

Cases Indicted 27 

Cases Convicted by Trial 4 

Cases Convicted by Plea 4 

Juvenile Petitions Filed 3 

157

36

48

30

55

13

Types of Abuse Reported

Sexual

Physical

Drug Endangerment

Neglect

Witness to Violence

Exposure to Pornography

Continued on next page... 

Help families in need by 

donating non-perishable 

food and basic needs items. 

Call Tammy Neal 

Starting Points 

304-425-2710  



Child Protect of Mercer 
County, Inc. is a nationally 

accredited, non-profit 
Child Advocacy Center 

(CAC) that has been  
helping Mercer County 
children suspected of  

being abused, neglected or 
victims of crime since 

2001. 

Child Protect of Mercer County, Inc. 

Mercer Countyôs Child Advocacy Center 

120 Shaker Lane  Princeton, WV 24740 

Tel: (304) 425-2710    Fax: (304) 425-9689 

www.mercerchildprotect.com 

100% of caregivers surveyed January — June 2017  

felt that their child felt safe at our center. 

2017 STAFF PICTURE 

2016-2017 FISCAL YEAR SERVICE STATISTICS, CONT. 

156

20

68

20

104

34

402 Alleged Offenders, Relationship to Victim

Parent

Step-parent

Other Relative

Parent's BF/GF

Other Known Person

Unknown Person (Unidentified)


